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Contact Information:
· Email address: jchater@hrsb.ca



· Classroom Phone Number: 902 832 8952 ext 1312

· Website: www.mrschater.weebly.com 
· Twitter: @mrs_chater
· GNSPES: jchater@gnspes.ca
English Language Arts 7 Course Introduction:
· The grade 7 English Language Arts curriculum is organized into three strands: 
Speaking and Listening
Reading and Viewing
Writing and Other Ways of Representing. 
· The course content is supported not only by independently selected texts, but also by a variety of teacher and Department selected readings. Each year, units of study are impacted by students’ interests and needs as learners. Units of study may include: 
Genre studies (i.e. Fiction, Non Fiction, Debate, Persuasive/Expository Writing, Poetry) 
Themed studies (i.e. Step Up, Making an Impression)
Author studies (i.e. Langston Hughes) 
Text studies (i.e. independent novel studies, class novel study). 
Evaluation:
· When determining a student’s final grade: Learning trends over time, more recent student work, observations, anecdotal evidence, and teacher’s professional judgement will be considered. All grades are outcome-based. Percentage grades will be calculated at the end of the term from student’s overall achievement of specific curricular outcomes assessed throughout each reporting period. Student progress will be monitored, and will be available for viewing through PowerSchool. 
· Please to refer to the HRSB Assessment, Evaluation, and Communication of Student Learning Policy accessible at: http://www.hrsb.ca/sites/default/files/hrsb/Downloads/pdf/board/policy/sectio nC/C.007-student-assessment.pdf
Final Report Card Grades:
· 90-100% - Demonstrates excellent understanding and application of concepts and skills in relation to the learning outcomes.
· 80-89% - Demonstrates very good understanding and application of concepts and skills in relation to the learning outcomes.
· 70-79% - Demonstrates good understanding and application of concepts and skills in relation to the learning outcomes. 
· 60-69% - Demonstrates satisfactory understanding and application of concepts and skills in relation to the learning outcomes. 
· 50-59% - Demonstrates minimal understanding and application of concepts and skills in relation to the learning outcomes.
· Below 50% - Has not met minimum requirements of the course.
Grades During Term:
· 4 - Demonstrates excellent understanding and application of concepts and skills in relation to the learning outcomes. 
· 3+ - Demonstrates very good understanding and application of concepts and skills in relation to the learning outcomes.
· 3 - Demonstrates good understanding and application of concepts and skills in relation to the learning outcomes.
· 2+ - Demonstrates satisfactory understanding and application of concepts and skills in relation to the learning outcomes.
· 2 - Demonstrates minimal understanding and application of concepts and skills in relation to the learning outcomes.
· 1 and 1+ - Has not met minimum requirements.
Assessment Practices:
· Students will be provided with multiple opportunities to demonstrate their progress toward achievement of outcomes. 
· Assessment for Learning/Formative Assessment: The ongoing process of gathering and interpreting evidence about student learning for the purpose of determining where students are in their learning, where they need to go, and how best to get there. This assessment strategy takes place while the student is still learning and serves to promote learning.
· Assessment of Learning/Summative Assessment: The process of analyzing, reflecting upon, and summarizing assessment information and making a judgement and/or decision based upon the information gathered. This is the type of assessment that receives a grade. 
· Assessments may include: observations, conversations, or products that can be evaluated through tools such as classwork samples, presentations, quizzes, projects, anecdotal notes, graphic/visual representations, oral and/or written reports, responses, class discussions, and self and/or peer evaluations.
· Projects and assignments may be completed individually, in pairs, and/or in groups, depending on the nature of the assignment. 
· Student work may be evaluated using checklists or rubrics that show a scale of achievement so that parents/guardians and students can see what may be done to meet the expected outcomes.
Procedural Expectations:
· Meeting Deadlines: Reasonable due dates (deadlines) will be assigned for all assessments. We expect that by grade 7, students have developed time management skills that will help them meet due dates. Students should record homework and due dates from the board into an agenda. In the event that the due date for the assessment is missed, it is at the discretion of the teacher to extend the deadline. Should such a deadline extension be granted, the second opportunity to pass in or complete the assessment will usually be within one week of the original due date.
· Extensions: Students are responsible for requesting an extension for an assessment at least one day prior to the due date and will be offered extra help sessions in the applicable week to get assistance completing the assessment by the extension.
· Finding Deadlines: Should you wish to find or confirm a deadline for an assessment, you can find this information on my website and/or Power School. Parents/guardians are strongly encouraged to sign up and follow these closely to promote communication between school and home. 
· Passing in Work: There is an “in bin” in the classroom into which students should be submitting all assessments. They are not to be handed in anywhere else.
· Rewrites: Rewrites for quizzes are not usually permitted, and will only be granted by the teacher on an individual basis depending on the circumstance. 
Accessing Help:
· Students are responsible for attending extra help as soon as it is required for classwork or with assessments.
· Extra help sessions will be available every weekday at 12 pm upon request of student or teacher. 
Equipment:
· Binder, dividers, loose leaf, duotang, pencils & pens, sharpeners, coloured pencils, independent novel. 
Creating Opportunities for Success:
· Classroom expectations are posted in the classroom.
· If you have not already done so, please review the school and provincial codes of conduct. 
· Respectful use of technology is expected. As per school policy, cell phone use is not permitted in the classroom unless INVITED by the teacher for educational purposes only. Otherwise, cell phones are to be out of sight. Texting, taking photos/videos/sound recordings of themselves or others is strictly prohibited.
Communication Tools:
Powerschool
· Notification of assessment due dates
· Indication of assessment status (✓- collected, M - missing, L – late) 
· Formative and summative assessment information 
· Comments or notes where applicable
· Attendance
· Final grades 
Website
· Important school calendar dates
· Contact information
· Notification of assessment due dates 
· Assessment notes
Twitter 
· Reminders & announcements 
· Samples of class work
Parent/Teacher Conferences 
· Curriculum Night- September 28th 2017
· Parent/Teacher meetings – December 7th 2017 ; April 19th 2018
· Meetings as necessary by appointment phone calls/e-mails. Calls/emails as necessary regarding incomplete or missing projects, pattern of incomplete homework, attaining extra copies of assignments, etc.
